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A NEW INSCRIPTION OF DARIUS FROM 

HAMADAN 


I N the town of Hamadan, there were diacovered, a few years two doca- 

menta of high hiatorioal importanee, a gold and a sitTei tablet, 1\ inchea 

square, inacnbed on the one side only with a trilingual, enneiform inscription 
.of Daiiua 1, hitherto unknown, 

The of the two tablets La identical and tuns:— 

OP. 

(1) daiyv*u§ , x^ya^iya , vatk . x^dyaiya * x^yasiynam . jitSkyaAijn . 
dhy{2)uvnani , v’iitasphya , pua*^ , hxanmi(3)aiy . .sa'tiy . dary- 
. im . (4) * ty . adm . datyamiy . b(^a . okibii 

■ (S}ty7 . pr . ^ sugdm , amt , yata « a . k^ita . h(d)Ga . 

hi'duY . amt , yata , a . sprda . fyain](7}y , a’‘iirmzda . frabt 
. hy . mdiit . bgsn (S) am . tnam . a^itmsda , pat^iT . utamiy . 

v'i^m . 

Elam, 

(1) ’ta-ri-ya-v'-o-^S *fuukik ii-ia-ra ’dunkik ^dunkv* p~na ’cunkik 'ta-a^* 
hn*^(2)-pe-tia ^vi-'i-ta-aa-pa ^§a-ak'ri 'ha-ka-man-ni-^Si-ya (3) 'ta-ri- 
ya-v*-o-*8 'dunklk na-an-ri ^C'UDki-"m*me ap^po ^ (4) mar-ti'^ia '^-ak-^ 
ka-pe tk-ki-mar 'ak^ka-pe 'fiu-’k-ta (5) nu'“t~tu-nia kn-’i ^'Sa-a'-ya 

Tii-‘n*tu-'6 mar ku-'S 'ft (6) -par-ta ap-po 'o-ia-maS-ta 'u tu-ni-'^ta ak- 
ka ir-ta-ra ‘na- (7) ap-pan-na 'n 'o^ra-mat-ta un ui-’S-ke-’S-ne ka-*t-ta 
'UL. Hl“-ini 
Bab. 

(1) da-a-ri-ya-vu6 ftaim tabu'* iarr iartfini'^ Sarr raJitdte'' (2) apa’ 
ta-aa-pa ’’a-ha-ma-nii-ii-'a ^da-a-ii-ya'VuS (3) sarru i-gnb-bi ^rru-u-tu' 
a-ga-a-ta ia ana-ku a^bat ul-la-X f4) ul-tu "‘gi-inir-ri ta ni^bii-tum ""Su- 
ng-du (6) aHJi-i "•‘ku-u-^u ul-tu "**in-du-u a-di-i (0) “*Bft-pat-da 
'a-hu-ra-ma-az-da-'a id-{dan-Du] (7) Sa ra-bu-u al-la iiim** %-hu-ra-ma- 
aE-[da'’a] 18} ana-ku il-i^-^itr-an-m tt-ti ilfioi'^ a-na bi['ti-ya]. 

Tianal. 

“ Darius, the great king, the king of kings, the king of countries, the 
BOQ of Visbtaspa, the Achsemenid. (Thus) saith Darius the king: This 

> tl)e*e pkt« nn, K a nnemtapd, ftmt lirMifbt M nmUn Dt, J. M. Uavilk, rt.U^, vb« tnd » pmt oq them 

btifM ibo V h Bs VmioM Oricnl^ lAit4tat« in od Septrio m 1 92^. 
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(is) the empire that I possess, from the Saka who are beyond Sugd as 
far as the hkuah, from the Hindu as far as Sparda, which Ahtijantairfla 
has granted unto me, who is the greatest of gods. May AhuramaAda 

protect me and mj liouac I 

I have shortly esplarned the historical, archmological, and philological 
importance of this inacriptioa in the '^Deutsche Literaturzeitnng 1920, 4S."' 

Here i want to draw attention only to a.few facta pertinent to the ancient 
history of India. 

But, first, a word about the date of the Lnscrintion. Diarins took over 
the Athremenid empire after the death of Cambyace in 52J B.C., in a state of 
complete disintegration. He restored it, as he repeatedly aaya in the Behistun 
inscription, in the course of only one year. As far as we are now able to 
understand the history of that period, all the nine eerioua rebellions were crnshed 
about the end of the year 520 B.C. 

In new ii^ription the king indicates the utmost limits of that empire, 
from the i^aka or Scythia, to S.-W., the Kush or Aetbiopia, and from 

S.-E., the Hindu or Sind, to bT.-W., Sparda or the satrapy of Sardis. This 
kst pomt clearly shows that the inscription must be older than the famous 
exp^ttion against the Balkan and European Scytha. The date of this ex¬ 
pedition is not exactly established, but it must have been commenced by the 
year 61S B.C, Hence, our inscription is dated between the narrow Umite of 
520 and 515 B.C. The Behistun inscription, naturally, must have been exe¬ 
cuted immediately after the suppression of the rebellions, say in the course 
of the year 619 B.C. Accordingly, in the fist of the lands that form part of 
the empire at that moment, we find in that inscription, two Indian nations, 
the Ganrifira and the Thatagush, but the Hindu, Sind, are missing. The con¬ 
quest of India was later than the Behistun inscription. We know that Darius 
passed the year 517 in Egypt, and that this and the following year saw the 
estabhshment of Persian rule in other African countries. Since the new in¬ 
scription, as well as the foundation inscription of the terrace of Persepolia, both 
mention the Hindu, but not yet the European Scythe, and since the years 
517 to 615 are fully occupied, the conquest of Sind is limited to the years 
519 and 518, There are two foct.s that link together the conquest of Sind 
and the expedition to Eg>'pt; the exploration of the Indus river and the 
Persian coast by the adraiml Skylax of Karyanda. and the opemi^ of the 
Suez Canal by Darius: the great king wished to open new roads for the trade 
M his world-wide empire. Consequently, our inscription, as it mentions the 
Hindu but not the European Scyths, is dated between the end of 518 and 
that of 515; and the i^ription of the teriace of Persepolis, which is in accord 
mth the new inscription, but mentious Egjpt, is probably to be fixed in 
the year B*C. 

The inscription of the tomb of Darius at Naqsh-i-Rustam muiit have been 
executed approximately about the time of his death, in 486-5. Among ita 
sculptures and among several other scnlptuiea at Persepolis, we find the repre- 

* A. S» ISSB. pp. *334. and I1H7. p. lOJ. - 
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aentation of the three Rations that I have caUed "Indian.” All the three 
are identical: they are nafced but for a loin cloth and a sort of turban on 
theiT heads, and their weapon la a long, broad sword, hanging by a strap 
from the shoulder. As a matter of fact, the climate of the plateau of East¬ 
ern Iran does not permit, and never permitted so primitive a clothing: those 
three nations were inhabitants of the lowlands of India. The habitat of the 
Gandara is well known: the valley of the Kabul river to its junction with the 
Indus as well as the Swat region and the country around Taxila. The Hindii 
are not less exactly fixed: they are the people of Sind, Indian a correspond- 
11 ^ to Persian A. There remain the Thatagnsh. Their name, is written in 
OP, aaffl^iot. In Bab. tutttyu. in Elam. Herodotus, the only 

occidental author wJio mcntiona them, has The tt represents 

short u, and if we are allowed to consider the redujjlication of the t in the 
foreign renderings of the name (OP. does not express rednplicatiori in script! 
as of no importance, and the « in the Greek form of the name as a Greek 
substitution, the OP. word would signify *' having hundred heads of cattle," 
But the name Is Indian as well as Persian, with the same meaning: 
and, as all the foreign renderings have the ^ in the beginning, w/may con- 
^der the 0 of the OP. form as an fratii?wttioii of the originally Indian’ name. 
The Gamlara country and Sind being occupied, we are compelled to locar^ 
^e Satagush between them, in the Pnn];d,, Sind is the new conquest of 
Darms, hut Gamlara and Satagiisli are incntioned by him as forming part of 
the empire as he inherited it, and, therefore, belong already to the conquests 

of tynis the Gimi. 1'he Panjab. hence, was Pci'^ian from the middle of the 
VIth century onward. 

The three inscriptions, Behistim, Haiiimhin and Persepolls. agree in naming 
only one nation Sakn. And the very remarkable new fact in our inscription 
IS, that It exactly lUes the habitat of these Saka r " bevoiid Sogbd ” The 
expreasion ia a counterpart of the Or. and Anib ,1/^ 

^yond the river," the U.xu.s or Amn Darya. But " paranSugdam ” is 
still further: the capital of Boglid is, and has always been Sainarkand. The 
plains on both banks of the Oxus or Amu Darv-n are Balkh. and the old 
Achmnienian aatrapy of Bactria or Balkh included Hogdiaiua or Soghil, U. the 
fertile valley of the Zarafshan river aa far as tlie banka of the Darva 
or Jaxartea. Para-Sugda could be tninsbted by ami signi¬ 

fies the vast plains of the Syr-Darya, of which the nKKlorn capital ia the town 
of Turkestan, and in which are sitiiateil Tashkend. in the centre, Kliokand 
and Uzkend in the upper part. The upper part of the valley still retaina ca 
v^ry old Fnighana, 

The inhabitants of this part of the world, the ^aka, were, like the Ghu- 
dfira and Satagush, not newly conquered by i>ariti», but inherited by him 
^th the empire, and belong to the conquests of Cyrus the Great, Soniewher 
in the FargMna region ho had founded the town of Kyreschiite. and in the 
aame region we must took for the "farthest Alexandria" Alf:x>t,tdrei>ffuitv. 

All this becomes perfectly clear, once we know the e-icoct lioiue of the Saka, 
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FreAh light, toOj is thrown on the quotation firom Hellanicnaj handed down 
to U8 by Stephan of BjsaoZi ^AfiTJ^yiov TusSiov Ihxuv ** the Amyigian pLein^ 
of the Sajka>" viz*t the plains of the Jazartes* 

The later inscription on the tomb of Dariua» which refleota the changes 
in the extent of hia empire and m the organization of ita adminktration, also 
dividea the single Saka people into two nations or triheSt distinguished hy 

appoaitioDB, m,, (l) the Saka iigmkhauidk (S) the Saka Baumavaria- It 

mentions^ at the same tiniei the Eoropean Scyths under the name Saka tara- 
the “ Saka beyond the Sea/^ the Black Sea* In the well-known 

list of satrapies, Herodotus taentiona only one of these two Sakaa of the tomb* 
inseriptionj namely^ the tigrakhauddt nnder the name Thia 

is the Greek rendering of iigrukhaf dd meaning with pointed caps,” the 

Bab version translating the name by ia foirbiJldte^iin'i fapd, “ whoee caps 

are pointed/^ kfubfillali^ being the plural to a siEigular^ *karbaitUt itaelf a 

loan-ivordp apparently from the OP« In the Greek name replaces OP, 

arda- ” high/* instead of tigfra- ‘‘ pointed,” and LB but an m flinn ila- 

tion to Gr. of the eame OF, word which lurni^ed Bab. 

and Gr. Kup^iatx or cgck'a-cooib. Tbi» U a moat fitting ezpieaBlon for that 

kind of capj if its point hangB down, aa the sculptures show, In the 

description of Xerxes' army, Herodotus epeaka of tbe Sowu who wear 

stifi caps risiog to a point/' and he adds these that are Scythians^ 

the Fersiaris call £axaL,” This phrase clearly shows that he did 

not distinguish between the TigrakbaudA (or his Orthokorybantii) and the 

HaomavarkA (or Amyrgii), To him, or to the dooument he used in the 
description of the army, they are both identica], Juj^t as the OP. Insoriptiou 
of Naqsb-i-Rustam simply adds two distitigiiiBhlng epithets to the single name 
Sitkft of the other three luscriptions. When Herodotus also says ** for the Persians 
call all the Scythians Saka," he is quite right. The name Scyth is a Greek 
designation only. The Greeks called all the Saka after the name of tho first 
Saka tribe that entered their horizon at a very early period, vis., that tribe 
which the Assyria us call likutcii and the Bible (the emendated read- 

iug of orig. Aiifd’endz, and which in Greek became UrnSi-.. 'The Greek 0 in 
comparisoQ with A3S3'r. and Hebr. z, makes it clear that in the OP. name 
there was a o...aud we most derive from the two renderings the original name 
of that Saka tribe *Sk-ti€n. Another example of Gr. 6 for OP, c we shall 
meet with anon. 

Section 74 of the Behistun inscription, a later addition to the origina 
text, speaks of an expedition by Darius agaiust the Saka, Tho mutilated para* 
graph mentions tbe Tigris, then the sea, the crossing of water, and the capture 
of a chief Skunkha. It has been tong a matter of discussion whether 
this expedition referred to Darius' campaign against the European Scyths 
or not. A strong argument against the identification has always been thd 
ctrcumstance that tbe chief Skunkha, in tho sculptures, is leprcaented 
with a tremendous stiff and pointed cap: the prototype of a Saka Tigm^ 
khaudu. This nonclusion docs not, however, hold good. The European Scyths, 
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AS leprei^eiited on the tomb of Darius and on some of the Porsepolltaa 
sculptures, wear eiactiy the same pointed cap ns the Tigrakbaudi do. I feel 
convinced, therefore, that Section 74 refera to the famous expedition to 
Europe. 

The dress of all thora Saka tribes is one and the same. They wear a 
lonp overcoat, cut exactly like a modern morning dress, lined with fur, long 
and rather wide troueers with coverings for the feet made of the same piece 
of stuff, and a cap with protecting ear and cheek pieces, extremely pointed 
in the cafe of the European and TtgrakLauda Saba, much less in the cjase of 
the Haumavatka. T\hen the point hangs over, it resembles a cock'S'COmb. 
Iheir weapon is in all three cases a large dagger,' suspended in a sheath by 
straps from the waist, of the same type as the niarveltoua gold abeath among 
ihe objects of (he Oxus treasiite in the British Museum. This Scythian dreaa 
of file. 6(H) B.C. W'fls one speclilty fitted for a verv cold counti^. The dress 
worn by the Eli\^ aia^niiaiiB and Sogdiaus is very' similar to it» The similarity 
of the dress of the three Saka tribes points clearfy to the contiguity of their 
lands, as the dress of the Gam am. .?aragu*h and Hindfi does, as well as that 
of the Khwamrnimns and Sogdians. 

A careful study of the Achanienid inscriptions reveals the fact that at the 
beginning of Darivfs’ icign, Iran proper and the eastern parts were divided into 
a small number of vast fatraples only. We have (1) Media compiismg Assyria 
proper and Aimenia, t.c., the entire old Median empire j (2) Pars, including 
Kirn an and Laristfin and perhaps Jsfalin; f3) Faithava, including Hyrcania, 
Marw, Heifit, mod, Kiibistfin and bi'stJn; (4) Arachosia, comptiaing all the 
lands south of the Hindiibush except the Makian coast; (5) Bactria with Sog- 
diana; and lastly f6) Khwarizm. This is beyond doubt, and it is proved by 
the inscription, for, after relating what Lnd been done In Marw, Darius says: 

" this is what has been done in Parthava.'* Hence, Marw beloi^ed to Parthava; 
just as, after the execution of the Sagartian rebel at Arbek, the king says; 

“ this ia what has been doue in Jlcdia/' from which it may be inferred that 
Assyria proper belonged to Media, etc. The changes during the reign of Darius 
are, as far &s we can ascertain, only the separation of Kimnin from Pare, 
and the joining of Sistan (o?d Zrang) with Arachosia (Harab'ati). 1 may 

mention here, in parenthesis, that the name fitnid’ati of the inscriptions 

find- SaraittttVH is replaced in Herodotus’ lists (i.e.. in material taken from 
Persian sources) by eepawta-. (Her. Ill 03), probably identical with e<giidv.« 
(III, 117). 

The first is the geographical name of the country, the other is the ethno ? 
graphical one. Exactly the same duplication has caused so much uncertainty 

regarding the almost mythical, primitive home of the Iranians, EidnrfiJ, 

It is the ethnographleal name, meaning “ the vast plains of the Aryans," and 
replaces in the retigious literature the geographical, official name KhwaiiziHr 
meaning “ the land rich in nourishment." The ethnographical name of Ara- 
ohoaia, eapawm, in which, once more, Gr. 6 stands for OP- c, surviveg 
to the present day in the name of the district Chaman, near Kandahar; 
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Gundofaireia, the oSd capiUl of Afachoek, took the form of Bdkhvat Id 
Pahiavi, and of ar-Rakhkhaj in Arabic. 

Herodotue mentions the tSaka " that wore stif caps risiitg to a point,” 
as identical with the Amyi^n Saks in his description of the famoas review 
of Xersra’ army at Doriscus, the " catalogue of troops,” and the Orthokoiy- 
bantii, together with the iisipcxawot as belonging to one and the same 
satrapy, in his list of Persian satrapiefl. At both places Herodotna made use 
of written sources, and of the beat ones, the description of the army going 
back to the notes of an eye-witness, the list of satrapies to a Persian docu¬ 
ment translated into Greek, hut rearranged. The deficiencies of that list of 
satrapies have long since been recognized, but seldom, if ever, have the necee- 
saiy coDsequeDces been drawn thcTefrom, First: the satrapies of Iran are not 
distiiiguiahed by the same numbere as Herodotus gives them. The Persian 
original began, there is no question, exactly as the list of the infloiiptlonjj does 
with Pars, Media and Susiana, Herodotus' list, on the other hand, began with 
Ionia. That change in the original order of the document, already undertaken 
by the literary predecessor of Herodotus, has been the main reason of its mutir 
lation. Then, we may reci^nize, from the two difieront lormuke used in the 
list, that the authority drawn on by Herodotus had filled up the gaps in his 
original from a second document: and, lastly, Herodotus may have added or 
left out some points from bis own knowledge of the matter. The whole prob¬ 
lem is too complies ted to be dealt with here. It is enough to insist upon the 
fact, that neither the Orthokoiybantii, nor the Amyrgii and Parikanii, ever 
belonged to the satrapy of Media, Herodotus' Vfith satrapy. Media was 
the llnd satrapy, but neither are the Median tribes, known to Herodotus 

in his d^ription of Media, found in the official OP, document; nor does Hero¬ 
dotus in his description of Media say anything about the l^aka there. But 
the fact that they appeared in that OP. dcx:umetit proves that they were not 
only tributaries, but formed a satrapy and an integral part of the empire. 
■Where that satrapy was, is revealed by the Hamadan inscription, it was ” para- 
Sugdam,” i.e., Tranaiaiartiana, or modem Farghina, Hence, the Paiicanh of 
Herodotus are quite in their place; the intervening form of the name, between 
the OP. and the modern form, is found in the Bundehiahn (Ir. Bd. fol. 4ft 

ult.J. written Parka n, equivalent to the Farghdna of the early Arab authora. 

There were, no doubt, other Saka tribes, beside the European Scyths, the 
Tigiakbauda, HaumavarkA and Faricanii, although the OP, msenptions mention 
only two in the East, and one in the West, and although the document 

that was the original source of Herodotus’ list also mentions but three tribes. 
We know, e.p., of the Massagetee, the Alani, the Dahse, the Pami, etc. 
But we have no right to aasome that any of the Saka tribes were dwelling 
in a region south of a line that connects^ approximately at the 42Dd or 43rd 
degree of latitude, the Aral and the Caspian Seas. For, KhwArizm was 
a mtrapy inhabited by a different nation, and Hyrcajua formed part of the 
satrapy of Parthava, still more distinct from the Saka. Bnt the vast extent 
of lands fr<uu the mouth of the Danube, over southern Russia, the northern 
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part of the Caspian, of the Aral and the Jaxartes plains were inhabited by 
&aka. 

And that is exactly the region where they were met with later on by 
Alexander the Great, and where the first Chinese Anthodtiee refer to them as 
living aboat the middle of the second eentiiiy B.C., shortly belore they begin 
their wanderings, which brought the eame TigrakhaudA and HamnavarkA 
from Fa^bana down to the S.-E. of the Iranian plateau. There, the modem 
name of the small province of Slstau, the Acbssnianian Ziai^, stall conserving 
the old name Zrang officiaUy in the Sasanian inscription of Fersepolis, dated 
in the year 4& of Shahpuhr II, tVe., 357 A,D„ is bnt a remnant of the name 
of the large empire that the Saka founded, and which extended from Sist&n 
as far aa iilAlwa and close to the port of Bombay, the Sakastana of the 
Mathura Lion-capital inscnptioiL 
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. 34.2 
, 34.5 
34. 4,5, 6. 7 
34,4 

34.4. 6 
31. 2.5 
34. 5, 6 

, , 34.2 

34, 6. 6 
. 34. 4 
34,4 

34.5, 6 

. 34.5 
. 34.5 
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-KtUli (Aethiopia) **,**■#.. 
Kjrescliate, toflm iif ****,.. . 
3ffta&aget«e, A tnb« -..**** ^ 

-l/d wora-ii-rwjfj * beyond the * ^ . ■ * 

>Iedii *-*-**,.,, 
!N^ab-hRotftftin loacriptioii of Daritie I * , , « 

Orthokor}''faAAtii, lumie of a tribe 
Para-Sugda (TraDsaxartUoA)^ modem Fargbau + 

Penkazui, a Soka tribe * ^ ^ . * * . 

Parkab [?aribum=Fai]gb^a) ^ ^ , 

Pami, a tribe 
Pira , . , 

Parthava 

PefaepoG^ «:Dlptoral repre&ciiutioa of * ladiuw"at 

— loftcrjptiooof Danoaat ^ . , , * , ^ 

r^pitat of AiacbofiU 

i?flkas - . , 

Hftbitiit meDtioiied ld tbs Hama daa [oscriptioD • * 

— Two tribes 

— Ex(»e(litioii a^ijBEt theia. 

— Dress of 

Mentioned ia Darius' Behistun and Penepolit inscriptinDs • 

— JleutioiKd by JItjiDdotQs 

— 31et by Alexander 


■Sfl/'H //numoi-orld 

rSn/n foytuinl^, ‘ Tbe Siskb beyond tbe Bea ' . 

(iyTui/iaud^^ * tbe Saltss with poiotod cape' , , . * 

iN^kai (iijlakaii) 

C^kastana 

SUTimrlcatid. capital of fioghd 

^itbia iSnka) .. 

f^bahpofar n, ioacription of..., , 

Sind, ooiKjaest of 

bane as * DiaiiA ' of Daritis'lnaQnptioii 
^istaiii 

Bk'vtbai (Sakaa) 

Sogdiaos, dress of ^ 

Soghd fSogdiaiu) 

(‘kutikha. u chief captured by Dariui 

BkyUx of Karyiinda.. . . 

Bpanlb, Battapy of Bardie 
Btephau of BvEaue 
Bugd (see ‘ Sogbil 

Syr Dana (Jaxartea) ........ 

-Tlutagush (^tagusb), an ladlao Datfoii, mendooed in Dariw* tiiKii|itioa 
—^ Lacaluadou of . . . 


PaoE, 
. 31,3 

. . . 34,3 

. 34,6 

. 34,3 

34,3, 6 

34.3.4 

* . 34.4,6 

34, 3,« 

. 34, S 

, . . 34. e 

. 34,6 
, . 34.3, fl 

34, 5, 6 
34,3-4 
34, 2,3 
. 34.6 
. 34.3, 3,4, a, T 
34, 3.3 
, . . 34,4 

. 34,4 
. . , 34,5 

* ■ , 34,3 

34. 4, a 
. 34, T 

34.4.5 
. 34,4 

34.4.5 
. 34,4 
. 34.7 
. 34.3 
. 34,3 
, 34,7 
. 34,3 
.34,3 
34,5, 7 

. . . 34,4 

, 34,5 
.34,3 
.34,4 
■ ■ . 34.2 

, . . 34,3 

. 34.4- 
, . 34. 3 

. 34,3 

. . 34.2, 3, 5 

* . . 34, 3 








































1?71>EZ 


Hgtakhudi^ ft 8aka ticibo « * . . 

TTOfuitscattiana (Fftn>BagdA]) tnodotn Fftighftitft 

Tmnnmima . . , * , , , 

ViftbtAspa, tbs j\jeh»mw||d . > « , 

Zanfahftn riTer , • • . „ . 

Ziaog, old nftmiQ of StstAn . . ^ , 


iU 

Page. 

H 4»5,6,I 
34. 3,6 
. 34.3 
. 34,1 
. 34,3 
34t5,7 


f?3905 
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